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BIG-GME  U^fWJ!Cm  OF  TEB  XTinTSD  STATES,    1940 

Compiled  in  the  Section  of  Biological   Surveys 
Division  of .  Wildlife  Sesearch 


An  inventory,    tabulated  "by   States,    of  15  groups  and  rsces  of  big-^ame 
animals   in  the  United  States,    has  been  compiled  each  year   since  1937  by  the 
Section  of  Biological   Surveys,    of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife   Service,    from   data 
received  from   State  and  Federal  agencies.      The  conpila,tions  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  follordng  processed  Wildlife  Leaflets:      For  1937,    l^o'.    122;'  for 
1938,    Ho.    142;    and  for  1939,    i\Io..  175.      P.ealizing  the  value  of  these  inven- 
tories, most  of  the   States  make  diligent  effort  to  furnish  dependable  data; 
no  report,   however,   was  received  on  State  and  private  lands  for  1940   from 
six  States,    but  estimates,,  marked  rlth  a  .star   (*)    in  the   tables,    have  been  . 
supplied  for  these,    and  a  fev;,  other.  States   did  not   subrr.it   estimates   on  all 
species.      So   few  important  reports  were  received  from  military  reservations 
that  these  again  are  included  with  State  and  private  lands. 

As   in  previous  years,   use. has.  been  made  of  statistics  issued  annually 
by  the  Forest   Service,    Lepartment  of  Agriculture,    and  by   the  ITationcJ.' Park 
Service,    Department  of   the    Interior.      The  Grazin.g  and  Indian   Services,    De- 
partment  of  the    Interior,   have  .cooperated  fully  in  supplying  information  for 
their  l^ds.      On  refuges  of   the  Fish  and  Wildlife   Service  counts  of   important 
wildlife   species,  are  made   annually  by  the    Division  of  Wildlife   Hefuges. 

The  estimated  total    of  big-game  animals  in  the  United  States   in  '1940 
was  5,954,391,   which  is  119,573,    or  2  percent,   more   than  that   in  1939.      This 
numerical   difference   is   insignificant  and  may-  or  may  not   indicate  an  increase 
in  game  populations.  .  White-tailed  deer  .sho-^ed  a  t-light   decrease   in  niorabers, 
which,   however,    is  nearly  offset  for   deer  as   a  whole  by  an  increase   in  mule 
deer  and  blacktails.      Moose  .showed  a  decrease  of  18.5  percent  and  desert  ' 
bighorns  18.7   percent.      The  numbers  of  most   other   species  indicate   an  uptrend. 
Eocky  Mountain  bighorns,  showed,  an.  increase-  of-  21-. S-  percent,    but   this   ca.n  be 
largeljr  accounted  for  by  the  discovery,  of  more  than  1,000  bighorns'  on  graz- 
ing districts   in  IdaJao   that,  yirere  not  listed- in  previous  years.      Of  all  big- 
game  aniiTials   in  the  United.  States, .  57.7   percent  were   on   State- and  private 
lands;    but   of  the  total,    59,1  percent   consisted  of  white-tailed  deer,    of  v/hich 
more  than  84  percent  were, on. such  lands.      The  peccary  was   the  only  other 
numerous  big-game  animal   found  chiefly  on  State  and  private  lands,   where  77.6 
percent  of   the   individuals  were  recorded.      M  effort  was  made   to  obtain  in- 
formation on  hunting  kill   of  various  big-gam^e   species  by   States  for  1940,    but 
the  data  were   insufficient  for  a  report   covering  the  whole  countr;-. 


TABLE  1. — Khite-tailed  deer   (Odocoileus  virginianus)   and  related  groups 


State 

Service 

refuges 

National 
forests 

National 
parks  and 
monuments 

Indian 
reserva- 
tions 

Grazing 
districts 

State   and 

private 

lands 

Total 

AlaT^PTna 

1,200 

26,000 

6,100 

11,535 

2.175 

11,411 

7,500 

13,123 

9,015 

5,100 

350 

1,900 

1,100 

*15 

1,760 

15.000 

111,297 

6,000 

*11,000 

581,154 

311,124 

7,360 

3,500 

*1,000 

95 

16,500 

*12,000 

2,007 

250,000 

59 ,  270 

4,537 

6,370 

5,559 

480 

745,000 

335 

64,000 

1,580 

3,000 

225 , 300 

22,000 

10,521 

*1 ,  200 

17,200 

*400,000 

3,250 

12,735 

Arizona  

(1/) 
2,000 

805 

2,800 

100 

31,280 
19.511 

Connectic'it   ... 

7 ,  500 

FXn>*3  r\^ 

110 
1,650 

8,000 

1 ,  500 

18,000 

10 

300 

21 , 533 

Georgia  

Idaho   , 

12,165 

170 

24,270 

Illinois   - 

350 

Indiana 

i 

1,900 

Iowa  «    « 

1,100 

15 

Kentuclcy 

400 

750 

1,500 

14 
75 
90 

2,174 

15,825 

Maine 

900 

113,787 

Marvland 

6,000 

Massachusetts    . 

11,000 

Michigan  

1 1  "1  n  n  fi  <5  n  +■.  a 

2,000 
1,016 

155,000 

75,000 

300 

2,500 

25,000 

150 
8,010 

738,304 

395.150 

Ii':"'  =5si s"=;i"D"Di    ... 

7,660 

M ! ssouri   -    .... 

6,000 

Montana  

lle"braska 

Hew  Hampshire   , 
iJpw  Jpresev  . .  .  . 

185 
8 

1,741 

1,077 

1,245 

30.248 
103 

1,300 

17,800 

12,000 

New  Mexico   . .  • . 

15,000 

300 

500 

18,807 

Kpw  YoT'k 

63 

62 

1,277 

250,063 

ITorth  Carolina 
North   t&kota  . . 

10,000 

69,532 

52 

5,866 

5,570 

Oklahoma 

Orpp"on 

799 

500 

100 

30,000 

1,200 

8,068 

6 

586 

Pennsylvania  . . 

775.000 

355 

South  Carolina 
South   Dakota  . . 

175 

28 

3,200 
7,000 
1,900 
3,500 
4,900 
3,500 
8,800 
7,800 
103,000 
1         1,500 

! 

67 , 375 

500 
1 

i 

9,108 

40 

1 

4,940 

232,300 

26,900  1 

14,072 

13,100  ' 

25,000 

505,320 

4,750 

'PtfkVP  <5 

4,000 

|:........ 

VpT*TnoTl  "f" 

! 

V  T  T*irS  TT1  n 

51 

Washington  .... 
West  Virginia   . 

Wisconsin  

Wyoming  

2,420 
820 

!             680 

.    •    •    • 

i     * 

1 

1    *•••••••• 

•    .  •  • 

1,500 

1 

i 

i     •    *    * 

Total 

19,263 

!    521,789 

2,943 

16,739;           1,845!  2,963.533 

i  3,526,212 

*Estimated,    no  report  received. 


1/    Few. 


TABLES. — 'Mule  deer   (Odocoiiells  hemionus  except  ColumTDianiis) 


State 

Service 
refuges 

National 
forests 

National 
parks  and 
monuments 

Indian 
reserva- 
tions 

Grazing 
districts 

St^te  ■  and 

private 

lands 

Total 

Arizona  

California  . . . 
Colorado  ..... 

Idaho   

Montana  

Nebraska  

63 
^^ 

8 

302 

7 

2,390 

655 

33 

36,000 

238,000 

143,000 

84,000 

66,000 

630 

38,000 

54,000 

625 

17,950 

1,700 

■       45 

1,259 

■     1 , 660 
2,110 

12 
1,555 

1,200 

8,000 

92,125 

12, 920 

4,895 

10,000 

*40,000 

•     *32,000 

20,80'0 

*680 

4,128 

*13,500 

32,021 

925 

30 

9,200 

420 

17,355 

18,000 

5,525 

3,276 

49 , 548 

306,135 

■      263,825 

117,785 

74,691 

4,765 

A^evada 

19,150 
12,750 

73,040 

New  Mexico   . . . 
North  Bakota  .. 

267 

2,021 

101,714 
958 

Oklahoma 

30 

Oregon  

South  Dakota  . 

3,600 

140,000 
3,700 

25 
50 

5,675 
90 

21,500 

180,000 
4,260 

Texas  

17,365 

Utah 

Washington  . . . 

75 

39 

138,000 
51,000 
44,000 

790 

(i/) 
1,435 

450 
2.400 

800 

46,000 

203,240 
■    59 , 000 

Wyoming  

12,200 

61,750 

Total   

7,247 

1,036,3301        24,146 

16,773 

230,740 

207,87011,523,106 

*Estimated,    no 

TABLE 


report  received.  _!/    Few. 

3. — Colijm'bian  black-tailed  deer   (Cdocoileus  hemionus  colurabianus) 


State 

Service 
refuges 

National 
forests 

National       \     Indian 
parks  and    j  reserva- 
monuments          tions 

State  and 

private 

lands 

Total 

California  . . . 

Oregon  

Washington  . . , 

15 

120 

156,000 
37,000 
14,000 

750              1,000 

80     i              455 

*1,650    j         1,670 

40,000 

32,900 
*33 , 000 

197,750 
70 ,  450 

55,440 

Total   

136 

207,000 

2,480     !          3,125    1        110,900 

323,640 

*Estimated,    no  report  received, 

TABLE  4. — Woodland  caribou   (Haxgifer  caribou) 


State 

State  and 

private 

lends 

Total 

liinnesota 

15 

15 

Total   

15: 

15 

TABLE   5. — ELk  (Cervus  canadensis) 


State 

Service 

refuges 

National 
forests 

ivational 
parks  and 
monuments 

Indian 
reserva- 
tions 

"Grazing 
districts 

State  and 

private 

lands 

Total 

Arizona  

4,300 

55 

400 

22,000 

650 

50 

25 

40 

*200 

*9,000 

2 

2,800 

10 

350 

130 

22 

*200 

5,025 

^kansas 

95 

Cal'i  fornia  . . . 

5 

187 
165 

792 

Colorado  

1,252 

32 , 417 

Georgia  

2 

Idaiio   

25,000 

2 

2,812 

• 

30 , 514 

Kansas  ....... 

10 

Michigan  

10 



360 

Minnesota  .... 



130 

Mississippi  . . 

i . . . : 

22 

Montana 

Nebraska  

72 
38 

10 

22,000 

2,423 

500 

751 


25 ,  i/o5 
38 

Heva  da 

220 

250 

Few  Hampshire 

-  - 

580 
2,200 

200 
23 

580 

Kew  Mexico   , . . 

1,000 

45 

3,245 

Uev7  York 



200 

Hcrth  Carolina 

....... 

14 

202 

5 

4 

;::;:::::i::::::::i::::::::: 

27 

Forth  Efekota  . 

14 

Oklahoma 

i 

.71 

1,129 

15 

1,350 

2 

380 

250 

100 

2,926 

273 

Oregon  

Pennsylvania  . 
South  ifekota   . 

24,000                     6 
i 

310 

50 

25,500 
15 

370 1               150 

65 

1 

1,935 

Tennessee   . , . . 

1,,.. 

2 

Texas 

1 

i 

! 

380 

Utah 

........  |.. ....... 

4,800i                    fi 

425 

5,481 

Virginia.  ..... 

50 
12,000 

150 

"ashington  . . . 

*4-nno 

........ 

250 

450 

! 

'          1 , 600 

19,176 

Wyoming  

9,000 

*31,G00|      *13,050 

55,100 

Total   

9.341 

147,209  1        20,887 

2.232 

'          6,035 

22,005 

207,769 

*  ■?;??+, 


estimated,    no   reioort  received. 


T/-3LE  5. — I'oose    (^J.ces   americana) 


State 


I daho   

Ma.ine 

Michigan  

Minnesota  . . . . 

Montana  

Few  Hampshire 
Vermont  l/. . . . 

Wyoming    

Total    


National   '■     Indian 


State   and 


Service!  Hat ionalj  parks  and!  reserva-[     Grazing  j    private 
refuses!  forests  i  monument  si     ticns     ;  districts!       lands 


O  1 

is! 


850; 

21 

10 

1,100 

2,300 

71 


*100l 

j 

3821 
i 


I 


2,50C| 


t 


D»  c,o': 


1,297! 


•  •  •! 
lOOi 

loi 


10) 


1201. 


901 


;,155 


Total 


50 

9  CO 

2 ,  100 

2,103 

75 

135 

830 

2,039 

2,800 

45 

52 

5 

5 

50 

3,500 

11,534 


'Estimated,    no  report  received. 


1/    Fot  listed  in  1939   inventory. 


TA31jS  7i  -"^Prbng-hgrnfed  antelope   (Antilocapra  iamericana) 


State 


Service 
refuges 


National 
forests 


National 
pai'ks  and 
momiraents 


Indian 
reserva- 
tions' 


Grazing 
districts 


State  and 

private 

lands 


Total- 


Arizona  

California  . , . , 

Colorado  

Idaho  ......... 

Montana  ....... 

Ketiraska  • 

Hevada 

New  Mexico   . . . . 
Horth  lEikota  . . 

Okl ahoma  

Oregon  

Soutji  Dakota.  .., 
Texas  . . .' 


.  33 
8 


102 

248 

17 

9,000 

(2/) 


5,400 
2.400 

120 
6,100 

580 


(1/) 


70 


35 


(i/) 


58 


180 
5,000 

500 
3,800 
7,386 


310 
1,700 


20 


372 


8 ,  794 
14,150 


,32 
2 ,  150 


1,900 
460 


75 


40 
20 


17,050 


2,000 

*5,000 

*4,000 

♦1,500 

*1,4G0 

■890 

*2,5p0 

16,000 

582 

26 

760 

*2,000 

8,975 


Utah  ...... 

Washington 

Wyoming  . . . 
Total   .. 


230 


6 


175  f       1,200 


903 


•800 


595 
27,244 


,     39 
5,678 


11,765  1     20,400 


1,074 


1 , 325 I 


1/   Saro. 


90,699 


2/   Few. 


51,350 


7,718 

12,408 

4, 620 

.17,502 

:9^i572 

907 

20,604 

'32,242 

582 

58 

21,900 

2,555 

8,975 

831 

39 

36,000 


175,613 


Estimated,    no  report  received. 


TABLE  8.-^-Hocky  Ivlountain  "bighorn  (Ovis  canadensis  canadensis 
-  and  0.    c,    sierrae) 


State 

i 
Service  INational 
refuges  iforests 

National 
parks  and 
monuments 

Indian 
reserva- 
tions 

Grazing 
districts 

State  and 

private 

lands 

Total 

California.  ,... 

i 
.......               400 

400 

Colorado  ...... 

....... 

2 ,  000 

403 

2,403 

Idaho 

2,000 
1,000 

1.1.47 

3,1-V7 

Montana  

8 

.      g56 

■  40 

'  ■  ■  - 

1 ,  304 

New  Mexico   .... 

6 
20 

6 

Oregon 

16 

30 
30 

66 

Utah 

20. 

350 

^0 

Washington  .... 

20 

20 

Wyoming  

2 ,  100 

320 

r 

t 

2,420 

• 

Total   

24 

7,580 

999  1              40!          1,497 

26 

10,166 

TABLE  9. — Desert  bighorn  (Ovis  canadensis  nelsoni,    0.    c.    gaillardi, 

and  0.    c.    texianus) 


State 

Service 

refuges 

National 
forests 

National 
parks  and 
monuments 

Indian 
reserva*] 
tions 

State   and 
Grazing       private 
districts       lands 

Total 

Arizona   

California  

500 

215 

480 
700 

200 
3 

250 
450 
625 

100 

1,745 
1,153 

Nevada  

300 
25 

....    380 
55 

1 ,  205 

New  Mexico   .... 

. .    .  •      > . 

50 
110 

130 

Texas   

110 

' 

'••••••• 

Total   

825 

550 

1.180               203 j          1,325 

250 

4,-343 

TABLE  10. — ^liountain  goat  (Oreamnos  americanus) 


State 


r  National 
forests 


National        Indian  .   IState  and 

parks  and  reserva-     Grazing/'  private 


monuments^   tions       (districts 


lands 


Total 


Idaho , 

Montana , 

South   Itekota  . 
Washington  . . , 

Total    

1/    Not  listed 


3,800 

4,000 

25 

5,400i 


731 


450 


500 


50 


13. 225!  1.181  j 


550 


.1,073 


28 


4,373 

5,231 

53 

5,900 


1,075 


28 


16,057 


in  1939  inventory. 

TABLE  11. — Peccary,    or  javelina  (Pecari   angulatus) 


State 

Service 

refuges 

National 
forests 

National     | 
parks  and  i , 
monumentsi' 

Indian 
reserva* 
tions 

Grazing 
districts 

State   and 

private 

lands 

Total 

Arizona  

New  Mexico   .... 

100 
100 

7,100 
400 

1,000  1 
, i 

2.350 

320 

4,553 

15,428 
400 

Texas  

i 

34,879 

34,979 

1 

i 

Total    

200 1        7 , 500 

1,000    ;. 

2,350!                 ^^^'         39,437 

50,807 

1/    Not  listed  ir 

L  1939   i] 

iventory. 

TABLE  12. — European  wild  boar   ( Sus   scrofa) 


State 


California  . . . . 
Mississippi  . . . 
New  Hampshire  . 
North  Carolina 

Tennessee  

Total  


;  State  and  ; 
National  !  private  |  Total 
forests  1   lands 


100  i 

40  i 


200  ! 
450  • 


790 


*Estiinated,  no  report  received. 


*100  I  200 
I  40 

100  j  100 
*400  i  600 
i  450 


600  I  1,390 


TABLE  13. — Black  "bear    (Suarctos  ainericanus) 


State 

Service 
refuges 

National 
forests 

National 
parks  and 
moniraents 

Indian 
reserva- 
tions 

C-raz  ing 
districts 

State  and 

private 

lands 

Total 

j0.abama  ....... 

-..  -  ,  — . .. 

■    

290 
26 
13 

*4 , 000 

290 

Arizona  

970 

5 

12,000 

4,900 

100 

14 

5,500 

12 

675 

*100 

1,7P3 

Arkansas   ...... 

12 

oO 

California  . , . . 

830 
59 

200 
*100 

17,030 

Colorado   

5,059 

Florida  

10 

300 

709 

854 

1,020 

30 

500 

*4,000 

3,063 

6,889 

50 

819 

Georgia  

Idaho 

1,168 

1 

*100 

6 ,  621 

Kentucky  

30 

Loui  si ana 

500 

Maine 

5 

18 

1 

33 

1,600 
1,600 

4,058 

Michigan  

55 
200 

4,736 

Minnesota  

8,690 

Mississipoi   ... 

50 

Montana  

10 

5,700 

300 
1,400 

375 

575 



5,560 

Ifew  Hampshire  . 

500 

1,500 

1,000 

7.762 

25 

2.155 

1,980 

800 

^    500 

•  ■     •      225 

50 

•      400 

200 

*2,000 

*1 , 000 

*800' 

800 

New  Mexico   .... 

10 

378 

690 

3,978 

New  York  

1,000 

North  Carolina 

6 

520 

*20 

8 ,  308 

Ohio 

25 

Oregon 

5 

5,90C 

27G 

2 

20C 

50 

140 

... 

8,250 

Pennsylvania  . . 

2,250 

South  Carolina 

802 

Tennessee   

300 

. 

1,000 

Texas   

-    .-    ■ 

225 

Utah 

'  •      49C 

•   .    600 

57E 

8,80C 

74C 

1,40C 

2.80C 

1 

541 

Vermont   

* ' ' 

1,000 

Virginia  

775 

Washington  .... 
West  Virginia    . 

40 

^85 

1,915 

i 

j 

12,840 
•      1,740 

Wisconsin  

236 
100 

1 

1 

■  ? .  ^-36 

Wyoming   

a/) 

570 

3,470 

Total 

407 

56,419| 

2,292 

4,595 

890 

42,341 

106,944 

'Estimated,   no  report  received. 


1/   Few. 


T/.3LE  14.— ^Grizzly  "bear   (Ursus  horribilis) 


State 

iJatipnal 
forests 

fetional 
parks  and 
monuments 

Indian 
reserva- 
tj  ons 

State  and 
,  private 
lands  . 

Total  . 

Colorado   



.5 

33 

480 

2 

6 



5 

Idaiio   

38 

Montana   

123 

61 

663 

llevr  Llexico   ..... 

1 

3 

Washington  

6 

!7y  on  ing 

210 

.  330 

3j 

543 

Total    

741 

452 

64 

1 

1,258 

TABLE  15. — ^inerican  bison,  or  buffalo    (Bison  bison) 


State 

Service 
refuges 

National 
parks  and 
raouuments 

Indian 
reserva- 
tions 

Grazing 
districts 

State   and 

private 

lands 

Total  l/. 

Arizona  ..... 

200 

200 

Colorado  .... 

20 

20 

Kansas   

30 

30 

Montana  

435 
142 

600 

1,035 

Nebraska  .... 

142 

"Ban  Eanpshire 

15 
75 

15 

iTew  Mexico   . . 
North  Dakota 

14 

504 

11 

91 
14 

Oklahoma  .... 

5 

182. 

116 

*400 

237 

30 

592 

Pennsylvania 

1^6 

South  iBkota 

112 

-263 

775 

Texas   

237 

Utah 

30 

Wyoming  

1  .OQn 

1,090 

1 

Total   

1,0951           1,228 

874 

205 

1,065 

i 4,487 

*Estimated,    no  report  received. 
!_/    Does  not   include   those   in  city  parks,    zoological  jrardens,    and 
Total   count  of   all   bison  in  the  United  States   as  of 'June  1,    1939, 
See   Status  of   the  itoierican  Bison   in  the  United  States  and  Alaska, 
Leaflet  BS-148 ,    December  1939. 
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